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2002 EXPO OWES THANK-YOU’S TO MANY

First and foremost, a big hats off to Beth Miller and the 2002 Expo committee for making this year’s
event a success (see related story and pictures inside).  The committee this year included Steve
Beck, Lynn Huber, Steve Ford, Sarah Correll, Larry Hoover, Paul Mirante, Greg Pettit, and Lynn
Huber.  Harold Chatlosh also gave a big assist in putting up our yard signs.  Expo door greeters
included Beverly Ferry, Sarah Correll, Steve Ford, Bill Foulke, Ilah Wagner, Steve Beck, Lisa
Sawyer, Lynn Yohe, Skip Daughtry, Phil Magner, Karen Daughtry, Larry Hoover, and Laura Correll.
Many comments were heard from visitors on what a great service they provided, and how friendly they
made the event.  Greg Pettit and his grandson, Douglas, made all the “today” additions to our yard
signs.  Finally, where would we be with out all the companies that donated valuable merchandise to
be used in our hourly prize package give-a-ways.  They were: (Chamber members bolded) Family
Video, Manpower, Staffing Resources, Wabash County WASA, Brett Wynn-Geiger, Our
Children, Our Future, Ball Furniture, Wabash Valley Chrysler, Yohe Realty, Kirtlan Automo-
tive, ARC of Wabash County, WalMart, Honeywell Center, Carl Sands, Swingsets, City of
Wabash, Myers & Son Jewelers, Smith Furniture, Wabash Engraving, Miller Furniture, Maxx
Tan, The Herb Shop, Hoefer Amoco, Wabash County YMCA, Ponderosa Steakhouse,
Friermood Tire & Alignment, Nowak’s Hallmark, Wabash County Convention and Visitor’s
Bureau, Shoe City, Cannonball Lanes, Vernon Manor Children’s Home, and Southside
Supply.  Thanks to all of you!!!!

RIBBON CUTTINGS MARK BUSINESS GRAND OPENINGS

Manager Charles (Festus) Martin, Quick Auto, Inc., invites you
to stop in at their new location at 461 S. Wabash St.

Owners John & Melissa Huston are ready to welcome you at
J&K Express Pets in the Village Shopping Center.
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Please route this newsletter to the
other staff in your business to keep
them up to date on services, functions
and programs available to all employees
of our member companies!

HAVE YOU HAD CHANGES OR IMPROVEMENTS IN YOUR BUSINESS?  HAVE YOU RECEIVED AN AWARD, REACHED A MILESTONE, OR COMPLETED

ADDITIONAL TRAINING?  WE WANT TO KNOW.  SHARE THESE THINGS WITH YOUR CHAMBER PARTNERS.  THEY TOO ENJOY HEARING.  CALL,
FAX, E-MAIL, OR MAIL NOTES TO THE CHAMBER OFFICE.

CHAMBER
MEMBER

NEWS

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH will be hosting Pastor Rick Stone, Spiritual Care Coordinator of the Wabash-
Miami County Hospice, in a free , public program Tuesday, April 23 at 7:00 PM at the church (1500 S. Wabash Street).
Sponsored by AAL/Lutheran Brotherhood, the program is for anyone who would like to learn more about Hospice
care - a humanitarian way for terminally ill patients to approach the end of their lives in comfort usually within the
environment of their own homes and family.  For more information call 563-6626.

Just a reminder to the business community that AMERICARE LIVING CENTER has no connection with the former
Wabash Healthcare Center owned by Mariner Healthcare Network.
AMERICARE is an Indiana-based local network of healthcare facilities.  Many improvements are being made at their
facility located across from the hospital.

Happy 30th Anniversary to DAVE MANN, CLU, ChFC, CFP!  Dave has been a financial representative for
Northwestern Mutual Financial Network since  April of 1972.  He is part of a group of specialists offering a wide array
of products, expert guidance and innovative solutions to a variety of needs and goals.

Congratulations to Craig Baughman, owner of ADVANTAGE HEATING AND COOLING for joining the local Fort
Wayne Chapter of the Better Business Bureau and passing their scrupulous financial tests with an A- rating!  That
is a great accomplishment as ADVANTAGE joins a very small number of Wabash members.

PHYSICIANS HEALTH PLAN is pleased to announce that Kevin Linker, FSA, MAA, has joined their staff as Director
of Actuarial and Analytical Services in Fort Wayne.

Congratulations to Bob Fuller and INDIANA LAWRENCE BANK for being named Small Business Lender of the Year
by the Indiana Statewide CDC.  One of the projects bringing this honor to them was the financial package used by
the new owners of the local Wabash and Huntington PONDEROSA STEAKHOUSES through the SBA 504
financing program.  Wabash won twice in this honor!

Life Line Screening will be offering four health screenings at TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, 1500 S. Wabash
Street, on Thursday, May 23, 2002.  Tests will be non-invasive ultrasound procedures including Carotid Artery,
Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm, Ankle Brachial Index, and bone density.  Costs are $40 each or the three vascular tests
for $99.  Appointments must be made in advance - call 1-800-407-4557.

Congratulations to Abresist Corporation in Urbana on the completion of a new 2,240 sq. ft., $250,000 addition
containing a 15 ton crane which will be used to manufacture large items lined with Abresist’s wear-resistant
materials.

VERNON MANOR CHILDREN’S HOME residents were captivated by the magical charm of Ronald McDonald on
Valentine’s Day.  Ronald performed his magic show and then visited with residents.  Pop can tops collected for the
famous House’s charity were presented toRonald, and he explained just what the tabs were used for.  A new drive
has started.
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HONORS STUDENT BANQUET
TO RETURN

The 3rd annual Honors Student Banquet will be held
May 14th at the Honeywell
Center.  As of this writing,
chairpersons Nathan
Dockter, GDX Automotive,
and Beverly Ferry, Staffing Re-
sources, are working very
hard finalizing the details so
that letters can go out to busi-
nesses asking for sponsor-
ship of the students and rep-

resentative participation.  Linda Mirante will be our
Keynote speaker bringing her Roots and Wings
message to a new group of 70 or so Wabash Area
Honor students during a luncheon sponsored by the
Wabash business community.  Business represen-
tatives are needed to host these students and to
personally express an interest that they return to
Wabash after the completion of their education.  Or,
maybe they would consider working for our busi-
nesses during breaks and summers.  STOP THE
BRAIN DRAIN.  There may also be a possibility of
inviting North Manchester students and businesses
to join us through the north Manchester Chamber of
Commerce.   Students will be placed by areas of
interest at round tables for lunch to interact with
business representatives.  Please consider this
worthwhile program when you receive the invitation.
This is the only time that the top students in our area
will all be together in one place for an event.  It is
always very interesting to hear the conversational
exchange between schools.

HERE COMES WACC-Y GOLF

It is a sure sign sum-
mer is approaching
when the brochures for
the WAC-Y Golf Out-
ing appear.  This
year’s committee,
chaired by Jerry
Banks and Bill Foulke
of Cinergy, is already
hard at work.  They

have found it hard to argue with the success of the
past couple years.  MARK YOUR CALENDARS  -
JUNE 5, for an afternoon of fun with your Chamber
friends.  The festivities will begin at noon with regis-
tration and a light lunch provided at the Honeywell
Golf Course.  Tee off is1:00 PM with a shotgun start.
The 18 hole Best Ball Scramble will be filled with fun
surprises around the course.  Games will include a
skins game, longest drive, longest putt, closest to the
pin, closest 2nd shot, closest to the line, and a gam-
bling hole.  Mulligans and the ever-popular string will
again be available.  Trophies and prizes will await the
skilled when they come off the course while door
prizes should include just about everyone.  Roger is
already working on his famous pork chop and chicken
picnic supper for all of us.  The fee will remain the
same this year at $65 per golfer.  Hole sponsor fees
have been reduced to $50 to include more busi-
nesses with a major hole sponsor at $100.  Start
lining up your foursome today.  See you at the 6th

annual WACC-Y Golf Outing.

The HONEYWELL CENTER has announced the following activities during April:
April 12          8PM                                      The Life & Times of Fanny Brice
April 13          3PM                                      Big Adventures of Stuart Little
April 20          8PM                                            WVMA - Crystal Gayle
April 22          9:30AM & 11:30 AM                     Where the Red Fern Grows

All events will be held at the Honeywell Center, 275 West Market St.,  Wabash.  For more information or  to order tickets, call
563-1102 or 800-626-6345 from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

WE ALL LIKE TO READ NEWS HERE - SO COME ON, LET US KNOW WHAT IS GOING ON IN YOUR
BUSINESS!



The March winds did blow!  Every type of weather
possible was experienced in an 8 hour period.  But,
what else should be expected in Indiana in March?
That is surely what happened during this year’s Wabash
Home and Business Expo.  63 Wabash area busi-
nesses turned out to make up one of the most attrac-
tive Expo layouts in recent years in hope that the
people would come.  And come they did when the
show opened Saturday, March 9, at 11:00 AM, tem-
perature near 60. While everyone was enjoying the
displays, the wind came up and the rain started.  By
1:00 PM the temperature was spiraling downward,
and the wind howling.  Yet the crowd stayed.  By 3:00
PM there were problems all over and area radio
stations (not the ones at the Expo) were telling people
to stay home.  By 4:00 PM the rain had turned to
horizontal snow, and the wind continued.  Yes, the
crowd suffered.  Sunday saw the sun come back, but
still very windy and cold.  Yet the crowd was with us,
and we actually made up part of Saturday's loss.   All
in all, attendance was down less than a hundred from
last year, with over 2,000 people attending. Wabash
area residents are to be commended for enduring the
elements to see their area businesses.  Exhibitors,
too, are to be congratulated on the time and care spent
making their booths fun and attractive.  The door prize
drawing tickets are still being analyzed, but strong
area crowds from Peru, Marion, and Denver joined
our county residents enjoying the show.  Financially, it
appears that actual profits are flirting with the budget.
Thanks to a great committee and all our volunteers.

EXPO A SUCCESS
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
(please add to your Buyer's Guide)

Integrity Builders of Indiana, Inc.  - 3647 W. - Old 24, Wabash, IN  46992.  Contact Jack Fite at telephone
260-569-7711, fax 260-569-1665 or email ncfite@yahoo.com.  Integrity Builders are a steel erector who
has set the steel on several Wal-Marts throughout the United States as well as Aldi Grocery Stores.  They have
also assisted other local industries with major projects.  They are currently engaged in various housing
projects.  They are very interested in meeting with other businesses–give Jack a call to welcome IBI to
Wabash!

ANOTHER ANGEL? !

Remember last month’s news-
letter when two Chamber An-
gels were identified?  Well, another has appeared in
the last month.  It seems that the lights went out on the
Welcome to Wabash sign sitting on top of the “cut”,
greeting those that enter the city from the south on
highways 13 and 15.  While we had noticed there
was a problem, before we could call for help, a staff
member at WABASH ELECTRIC SUPPLY across
the street also noticed the problem and called ask-
ing if we minded if they looked at the problem and
made repairs.  Minded?   We were thrilled, and even
more so when we saw the results.  The sign is
certainly lit now.  We also hope that will deter the
vandalism problem that we have had with that sign
in the past.  It looks great and we say a big thank-
you to John Forrester and staff for noticing and
making the repairs!

HIGH SPEED INTERNET ACCESS?

The response from last month's sur-
vey asking if this was a priority for your
business has been very positive.  In
fact, it has been so emphatic that our
ad hoc committee is more determined
than ever to move Wabash forward in
this effort.  We would still welcome
your name added to our petition requesting a better
communication system for Wabash, including some form
of broadband, high speed internet access.  You may recall
that Verizon and new Chamber member, Technology
Specialists, do currently offer DSL; but the conclusion has
been reached that it is not broad enough in scope.  Meet-
ings have been held with another company with an inter-
esting proposal.  Committee members are hard at work
researching our next step. SO WHAT CAN YOU DO?
Make sure that if you are interested, you and your
company’s name is on our petition of interest.  We need
to demonstrate the interest level in the Wabash area.  Call
the Chamber office if you need a copy to sign - 563-1168.
HELP!

The International Management Institute will again bring
the popular “Power of Creative Thinking” workshop to
Wabash County on Thursday, April 18, with 2 sessions
at the Honeywell Center.  The session will also be
conducted Wednesday, April 17, in Peru. Staff Consult-
ant, Jack Sadler, is now in the Chamber office
telemarketing businesses and meeting with interested
parties.  The workshops are 4 hours in length.  They
teach the Walt Disney storyboard process which builds
teams, improves communications, and decision-mak-
ing. It is a hands-on session that encourages thinking
outside the box.  For once you don’t have to travel to Indy
or beyond to offer this type of presentation to your
management ladder climbers.

Chamber President, Galen Bremmer (left), and Expo Event Chair, Beth
Miller (right), greet Expo arrivals.  Our thanks to Chamber Gold
Level Members as shown for their generous support.

POWER OF
CREATIVETHINKING

RETURNS
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BOARD MEMBERS - 2002

BROWN BAG SEMINAR
Date: May 9,  2002   Noon  - 1 p.m.
Topic: Humor in the Workplace
Presented by: Vicki Williams, Columnist
Location:  Cinergy/PSI Meeting Room
Seminar Lunch Sponsor: Wabash Plain Dealer

Gold Sponsors:  Cinergy/PSI, First Federal Savings Bank,
                                                Indiana Lawrence Bank, Pettit Printing,
                                           Wells Fargo Bank,Clarkland Properties,
                                             Yohe Realty and Richard Ford.

Board Chair: Steve Ford
Ford Meter Box

Chair Elect: Skip Daughtry
Beauchamp & McSpadden

Vice Chair: Dave Hunter
Wabash County Hospital

Treasurer: Bill Foulke
Cinergy/PSI

Past Chair: Jerry Banks
Cinergy/psi

President: Galen L. Bremmer
Wabash Area Chamber of
Commerce

Dave Rutledge
Wells Fargo Bank

Larry Hoover
Quality Electric

Lynn Yohe
Yohe Realty

Steve Beck
Ford Meter Box

Dick Rider
Wabash Marketplace

Dee Byerly
Retired - North Central Coop

Michael Bechtol
Bechtol Grocery Company

Beth Miller
Kategories &
Our Children, Our Future, Inc.

Brad Perrott
YMCA

Roger Cromer
First Federal Savings Bank

Greg Pettit
Pettit Printing, Inc.

Paul Heidbreder
Wabash Plain Dealer

Joel Stein
Tiede, Metz, Downs, Lynn, Schlitt

BUSINESS BEFORE HOURS
Date: April 10, 2002 7 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.
Business Sponsors -
White's Residential & Family Services, Inc.
Wabash County Solid Waste Management Dist.
The Honeywell Foundation
Bodkin Abstract
  *We have one opening due to cancellation

Emcee - ???

The next BBH (after  Apr. 10)
is June 12, 2002

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
April May

 1& 17  SBDC Counseling  6&15  SBDC Counseling
 1- Steve Buyer @ Honeywell  7-Primary Elections
12-  Board Mtg  9 - Brown Bag Seminar
10- BBH 10- Board Mtg
18-Power of Creative Thinking Wkshp 14-- Honors Student Luncheon

POWER OF CREATIVE THINKING WORKSHOP- April 17(Peru) or April (18)Wabash

WACC-Y Golf  IS COMING!
Mark your calendars now for
June 5 (raindate 6/12).   Re-
serve your spot today!
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2002 EXPO OWES THANK-YOU’S TO MANY

First and foremost, a big hats off to Beth Miller and the 2002 Expo committee for making this year’s
event a success (see related story and pictures inside).  The committee this year included Steve
Beck, Lynn Huber, Steve Ford, Sarah Correll, Larry Hoover, Paul Mirante, Greg Pettit, and Lynn
Huber.  Harold Chatlosh also gave a big assist in putting up our yard signs.  Expo door greeters
included Beverly Ferry, Sarah Correll, Steve Ford, Bill Foulke, Ilah Wagner, Steve Beck, Lisa
Sawyer, Lynn Yohe, Skip Daughtry, Phil Magner, Karen Daughtry, Larry Hoover, and Laura Correll.
Many comments were heard from visitors on what a great service they provided, and how friendly they
made the event.  Greg Pettit and his grandson, Douglas, made all the “today” additions to our yard
signs.  Finally, where would we be with out all the companies that donated valuable merchandise to
be used in our hourly prize package give-a-ways.  They were: (Chamber members bolded) Family
Video, Manpower, Staffing Resources, Wabash County WASA, Brett Wynn-Geiger, Our
Children, Our Future, Ball Furniture, Wabash Valley Chrysler, Yohe Realty, Kirtlan Automo-
tive, ARC of Wabash County, WalMart, Honeywell Center, Carl Sands, Swingsets, City of
Wabash, Myers & Son Jewelers, Smith Furniture, Wabash Engraving, Miller Furniture, Maxx
Tan, The Herb Shop, Hoefer Amoco, Wabash County YMCA, Ponderosa Steakhouse,
Friermood Tire & Alignment, Nowak’s Hallmark, Wabash County Convention and Visitor’s
Bureau, Shoe City, Cannonball Lanes, Vernon Manor Children’s Home, and Southside
Supply.  Thanks to all of you!!!!

RIBBON CUTTINGS MARK BUSINESS GRAND OPENINGS

Manager Charles (Festus) Martin, Quick Auto, Inc., invites you
to stop in at their new location at 461 S. Wabash St.

Owners John & Melissa Huston are ready to welcome you at
J&K Express Pets in the Village Shopping Center.
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Please route this newsletter to the
other staff in your business to keep
them up to date on services, functions
and programs available to all employees
of our member companies!

HAVE YOU HAD CHANGES OR IMPROVEMENTS IN YOUR BUSINESS?  HAVE YOU RECEIVED AN AWARD, REACHED A MILESTONE, OR COMPLETED

ADDITIONAL TRAINING?  WE WANT TO KNOW.  SHARE THESE THINGS WITH YOUR CHAMBER PARTNERS.  THEY TOO ENJOY HEARING.  CALL,
FAX, E-MAIL, OR MAIL NOTES TO THE CHAMBER OFFICE.

CHAMBER
MEMBER

NEWS

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH will be hosting Pastor Rick Stone, Spiritual Care Coordinator of the Wabash-
Miami County Hospice, in a free , public program Tuesday, April 23 at 7:00 PM at the church (1500 S. Wabash Street).
Sponsored by AAL/Lutheran Brotherhood, the program is for anyone who would like to learn more about Hospice
care - a humanitarian way for terminally ill patients to approach the end of their lives in comfort usually within the
environment of their own homes and family.  For more information call 563-6626.

Just a reminder to the business community that AMERICARE LIVING CENTER has no connection with the former
Wabash Healthcare Center owned by Mariner Healthcare Network.
AMERICARE is an Indiana-based local network of healthcare facilities.  Many improvements are being made at their
facility located across from the hospital.

Happy 30th Anniversary to DAVE MANN, CLU, ChFC, CFP!  Dave has been a financial representative for
Northwestern Mutual Financial Network since  April of 1972.  He is part of a group of specialists offering a wide array
of products, expert guidance and innovative solutions to a variety of needs and goals.

Congratulations to Craig Baughman, owner of ADVANTAGE HEATING AND COOLING for joining the local Fort
Wayne Chapter of the Better Business Bureau and passing their scrupulous financial tests with an A- rating!  That
is a great accomplishment as ADVANTAGE joins a very small number of Wabash members.

PHYSICIANS HEALTH PLAN is pleased to announce that Kevin Linker, FSA, MAA, has joined their staff as Director
of Actuarial and Analytical Services in Fort Wayne.

Congratulations to Bob Fuller and INDIANA LAWRENCE BANK for being named Small Business Lender of the Year
by the Indiana Statewide CDC.  One of the projects bringing this honor to them was the financial package used by
the new owners of the local Wabash and Huntington PONDEROSA STEAKHOUSES through the SBA 504
financing program.  Wabash won twice in this honor!

Life Line Screening will be offering four health screenings at TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, 1500 S. Wabash
Street, on Thursday, May 23, 2002.  Tests will be non-invasive ultrasound procedures including Carotid Artery,
Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm, Ankle Brachial Index, and bone density.  Costs are $40 each or the three vascular tests
for $99.  Appointments must be made in advance - call 1-800-407-4557.

Congratulations to Abresist Corporation in Urbana on the completion of a new 2,240 sq. ft., $250,000 addition
containing a 15 ton crane which will be used to manufacture large items lined with Abresist’s wear-resistant
materials.

VERNON MANOR CHILDREN’S HOME residents were captivated by the magical charm of Ronald McDonald on
Valentine’s Day.  Ronald performed his magic show and then visited with residents.  Pop can tops collected for the
fam ous House’s charity were presented toRonald, and he explained just what the tabs were used for.  A new drive
has started.
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HONORS STUDENT BANQUET
TO RETURN

The 3rd annual Honors Student Banquet will be held
May 14th at the Honeywell
Center.  As of this writing,
chairpersons Nathan
Dockter, GDX Automotive,
and Beverly Ferry, Staffing Re-
sources, are working very
hard finalizing the details so
that letters can go out to busi-
nesses asking for sponsor-
ship of the students and rep-

resentative participation.  Linda Mirante will be our
Keynote speaker bringing her Roots and Wings
message to a new group of 70 or so Wabash Area
Honor students during a luncheon sponsored by the
Wabash business community.  Business represen-
tatives are needed to host these students and to
personally express an interest that they return to
Wabash after the completion of their education.  Or,
maybe they would consider working for our busi-
nesses during breaks and summers.  STOP THE
BRAIN DRAIN.  There may also be a possibility of
inviting North Manchester students and businesses
to join us through the north Manchester Chamber of
Commerce.   Students will be placed by areas of
interest at round tables for lunch to interact with
business representatives.  Please consider this
worthwhile program when you receive the invitation.
This is the only time that the top students in our area
will all be together in one place for an event.  It is
always very interesting to hear the conversational
exchange between schools.

HERE COMES WACC-Y GOLF

It is a sure sign sum-
mer is approaching
when the brochures for
the WAC-Y Golf Out-
ing appear.  This
year’s committee,
chaired by Jerry
Banks and Bill Foulke
of Cinergy, is already
hard at work.  They

have found it hard to argue with the success of the
past couple years.  MARK YOUR CALENDARS  -
JUNE 5, for an afternoon of fun with your Chamber
friends.  The festivities will begin at noon with regis-
tration and a light lunch provided at the Honeywell
Golf Course.  Tee off is1:00 PM with a shotgun start.
The 18 hole Best Ball Scramble will be filled with fun
surprises around the course.  Games will include a
skins game, longest drive, longest putt, closest to the
pin, closest 2nd shot, closest to the line, and a gam-
bling hole.  Mulligans and the ever-popular string will
again be available.  Trophies and prizes will await the
skilled when they come off the course while door
prizes should include just about everyone.  Roger is
already working on his famous pork chop and chicken
picnic supper for all of us.  The fee will remain the
same this year at $65 per golfer.  Hole sponsor fees
have been reduced to $50 to include more busi-
nesses with a major hole sponsor at $100.  Start
lining up your foursome today.  See you at the 6th

annual WACC-Y Golf Outing.

The HONEYWELL CENTER has announced the following activities during April:
April 12          8PM                                      The Life & Times of Fanny Brice
April 13          3PM                                      Big Adventures of Stuart Little
April 20          8PM                                            WVMA - Crystal Gayle
April 22          9:30AM & 11:30 AM                     Where the Red Fern Grows

All events will be held at the Honeywell Center, 275 West Market St.,  Wabash.  For more information or  to order tickets, call
563-1102 or 800-626-6345 from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

WE ALL LIKE TO READ NEWS HERE - SO COME ON, LET US KNOW WHAT IS GOING ON IN YOUR
BUSINESS!



The March winds did blow!  Every type of weather
possible was experienced in an 8 hour period.  But,
what else should be expected in Indiana in March?
That is surely what happened during this year’s Wabash
Home and Business Expo.  63 Wabash area busi-
nesses turned out to make up one of the most attrac-
tive Expo layouts in recent years in hope that the
people would come.  And come they did when the
show opened Saturday, March 9, at 11:00 AM, tem-
perature near 60. While everyone was enjoying the
displays, the wind came up and the rain started.  By
1:00 PM the temperature was spiraling downward,
and the wind howling.  Yet the crowd stayed.  By 3:00
PM there were problems all over and area radio
stations (not the ones at the Expo) were telling people
to stay home.  By 4:00 PM the rain had turned to
horizontal snow, and the wind continued.  Yes, the
crowd suffered.  Sunday saw the sun come back, but
still very windy and cold.  Yet the crowd was with us,
and we actually made up part of Saturday's loss.   All
in all, attendance was down less than a hundred from
last year, with over 2,000 people attending. Wabash
area residents are to be commended for enduring the
elements to see their area businesses.  Exhibitors,
too, are to be congratulated on the time and care spent
making their booths fun and attractive.  The door prize
drawing tickets are still being analyzed, but strong
area crowds from Peru, Marion, and Denver joined
our county residents enjoying the show.  Financially, it
appears that actual profits are flirting with the budget.
Thanks to a great committee and all our volunteers.

EXPO A SUCCESS
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
(please add to your Buyer's Guide)

Integrity Builders of Indiana, Inc.  - 3647 W. - Old 24, Wabash, IN  46992.  Contact Jack Fite at telephone
260-569-7711, fax 260-569-1665 or email ncfite@yahoo.com.  Integrity Builders are a steel erector who
has set the steel on several Wal-Marts throughout the United States as well as Aldi Grocery Stores.  They have
also assisted other local industries with major projects.  They are currently engaged in various housing
projects.  They are very interested in meeting with other businesses–give Jack a call to welcome IBI to
Wabash!

ANOTHER ANGEL? !

Remember last month’s news-
letter when two Chamber An-
gels were identified?  Well, another has appeared in
the last month.  It seems that the lights went out on the
Welcome to Wabash sign sitting on top of the “cut”,
greeting those that enter the city from the south on
highways 13 and 15.  While we had noticed there
was a problem, before we could call for help, a staff
member at WABASH ELECTRIC SUPPLY across
the street also noticed the problem and called ask-
ing if we minded if they looked at the problem and
made repairs.  Minded?   We were thrilled, and even
more so when we saw the results.  The sign is
certainly lit now.  We also hope that will deter the
vandalism problem that we have had with that sign
in the past.  It looks great and we say a big thank-
you to John Forrester and staff for noticing and
making the repairs!

HIGH SPEED INTERNET ACCESS?

The response from last month's sur-
vey asking if this was a priority for your
business has been very positive.  In
fact, it has been so emphatic that our
ad hoc committee is more determined
than ever to move Wabash forward in
this effort.  We would still welcome
your name added to our petition requesting a better
communication system for Wabash, including some form
of broadband, high speed internet access.  You may recall
that Verizon and new Chamber member, Technology
Specialists, do currently offer DSL; but the conclusion has
been reached that it is not broad enough in scope.  Meet-
ings have been held with another company with an inter-
esting proposal.  Committee members are hard at work
researching our next step. SO WHAT CAN YOU DO?
Make sure that if you are interested, you and your
company’s name is on our petition of interest.  We need
to demonstrate the interest level in the Wabash area.  Call
the Chamber office if you need a copy to sign - 563-1168.
HELP!

The International Management Institute will again bring
the popular “Power of Creative Thinking” workshop to
Wabash County on Thursday, April 18, with 2 sessions
at the Honeywell Center.  The session will also be
conducted Wednesday, April 17, in Peru. Staff Consult-
ant, Jack Sadler, is now in the Chamber office
telemarketing businesses and meeting with interested
parties.  The workshops are 4 hours in length.  They
teach the Walt Disney storyboard process which builds
teams, improves communications, and decision-mak-
ing. It is a hands-on session that encourages thinking
outside the box.  For once you don’t have to travel to Indy
or beyond to offer this type of presentation to your
management ladder climbers.

Chamber President, Galen Bremmer (left), and Expo Event Chair, Beth
Miller (right), greet Expo arrivals.  Our thanks to Chamber Gold
Level Members as shown for their generous support.

POWER OF
CREATIVETHINKING

RETURNS
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BOARD MEMBERS - 2002

BROWN BAG SEMINAR
Date: May 9,  2002   Noon  - 1 p.m.
Topic: Humor in the Workplace
Presented by: Vicki Williams, Columnist
Location:  Cinergy/PSI Meeting Room
Seminar Lunch Sponsor: Wabash Plain Dealer

Gold Sponsors:  Cinergy/PSI, First Federal Savings Bank,
                                                Indiana Lawrence Bank, Pettit Printing,
                                           Wells Fargo Bank,Clarkland Properties,
                                             Yohe Realty and Richard Ford.

Board Chair: Steve Ford
Ford Meter Box

Chair Elect: Skip Daughtry
Beauchamp & McSpadden

Vice Chair: Dave Hunter
Wabash County Hospital

Treasurer: Bill Foulke
Cinergy/PSI

Past Chair: Jerry Banks
Cinergy/psi

President: Galen L. Bremmer
Wabash Area Chamber of
Commerce

Dave Rutledge
Wells Fargo Bank

Larry Hoover
Quality Electric

Lynn Yohe
Yohe Realty

Steve Beck
Ford Meter Box

Dick Rider
Wabash Marketplace

Dee Byerly
Retired - North Central Coop

Michael Bechtol
Bechtol Grocery Company

Beth Miller
Kategories &
Our Children, Our Future, Inc.

Brad Perrott
YMCA

Roger Cromer
First Federal Savings Bank

Greg Pettit
Pettit Printing, Inc.

Paul Heidbreder
Wabash Plain Dealer

Joel Stein
Tiede, Metz, Downs, Lynn, Schlitt

BUSINESS BEFORE HOURS
Date: April 10, 2002 7 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.
Business Sponsors -
White's Residential & Family Services, Inc.
Wabash County Solid Waste Management Dist.
The Honeywell Foundation
Bodkin Abstract
  *We have one opening due to cancellation

Emcee - ???

The next BBH (after  Apr. 10)
is June 12, 2002

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
April May

 1& 17  SBDC Counseling  6&15  SBDC Counseling
 1- Steve Buyer @ Honeywell  7-Primary Elections
12-  Board Mtg  9 - Brown Bag Seminar
10- BBH 10- Board Mtg
18-Power of Creative Thinking Wkshp 14-- Honors Student Luncheon

POWER OF CREATIVE THINKING WORKSHOP- April 17(Peru) or April (18)Wabash

WACC-Y Golf  IS COMING!
Mark your calendars now for
June 5 (raindate 6/12).   Re-
serve your spot today!




